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Courteous Reader, 


Little before the late King (of ever Bleſſed Me- 
mory) dyed, a Poem was ; Publiſhed call dR | 


Laici, Cc. and not long after another by the ſame 
perm Mode ported Which Pieces (though 

4s oppoſite to one another as Light and Darkneſs) fell into : 
an intimate Friends hand of mine, who knowing me a 

great Admirer of that Authors Poems, writ to me to de- 

fire my Judgment, touching the Infallibility of bis Mother 
Hind, which was the occaſi of the following Letters, 

which indeed has been long ſmce writ ; and the Reaſons why 

they were not Publiſhed before are two : The firſt is the 
ſameiiphith a late Reverend Author gave in his Rea-- - 

ſons for taking away the Teſt (viz.) were An. v9 
for a private uſe : The ſecond was my fear (t -e £, 


ſe of my own PY | 
npor | F oy Wart Friend 7 when I wric 
lidat Dd fepd them thus (4s wool 
a ll mto brid, And - as you have 
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THE- FIRST 


LETTER: 


0D IR, 


HE many and never to be forgotten Fayours I have 

receiv'd commands a ready Compliance to-your 

Requeſt, of giving you my Opinion touching the 

Dottrine of Infallibility, ſo univerſally receiv'd 

and beliey'd in the Church of Rowe, though at the ſame time 
they differ amongſt themſelves where to fix this Infallible 
Guide ; ſome are for placing it in a General Council, others 
in his Holineſs and Council together, and a third ſort inthe 
defuſive Church, and a fourth in the Perſon of the Pope 0n- 
ly, he being St. Peter's Succeſſor, tro whom our Saviour gave 
(as they ſay) the-power of the Keys, &c. But however 
though they differ in the Manner, yet they do all agree in 
the Matter, that ſuch a Convenient Doctrine ſhould Belong 
to their Church ; and truly I cannot blame them for it, for it 
is indeed the only Rock and Foundation on which all their 0- 
ther Rubbiſh and Fopperics are built 3 and the Removal of 
it would be like Sempſon's pulling down the Pillars or main 
Prop, ſo that conſequently the whole Fabrick' would fall to 
to the Ground : But this being a Herculian work more pro- 
for the fam'd Herors of our Age (viz.) Men of great 
Part and Letters, T had hot fo much as attempted it, but 
only, Sir, in obedience to your Command, in doing which 


'tis poſible I ma t a hclping hand toward the removal of 
: Fo thc Y i ſome 


(33 
ſome traſh and trumpery out of the way, whereby others of 
my own mean Rank = Capacity may the better diſcern the 
wea of this Babel Foundation, w made fſuch'a 
Confufion in the Chriſtian World. And amongſt all the late 
Learned Pieces in Vindicatibn of this* Sovereign Antidote 
(viz.) Iafalibility (for if ſwallow'd, it would without doubt 
ex} Poyfon; of all [ v4 other Peſtilentiat rins of 
that, Church 3) none has made a greater noiſe ih the World 
than the laſt, though leaſt unlearn'd Piece of the molt famous 
cellebrated Author Mr. Bays (the new Adopted Champion 
of the Roman Catholick Cauſe) by the Name and Title of 
the Hind and Fg writ X = true —_— _ ap 
'guage, of the . D, in which he proves the neceſlity 0 

7 Ddeting Gui od. plain as a Pike-[taff (or ra her as De- 
monſtrable as Tranſubſtantiation is made out, in. a late Re- 
verend Authors Reaſons for taking away the Teſt). Now 
for an Unletter'd Lay-man tq ingage with this Mighty Jon: 
ſen of an Author, is as raſh an Ul ertaking as little Davids 
fighting with Great Goliah without Armour. 

But we read (EccleſtafFes the gth. and 11th.) The Race ts viot 
always to the ſwift nor the Battel to the. ftrong ; therefore in 
hopes of being afliſted by him whoſe Cauſe it is (namely rhe 
Lord of Hoſts) through whom David not baly fought, bat 
overcame the Champion of the Philiitines, I enter the Field, 
and if I periſh I periſh; however the attempt of great thin 
is Honourable, And the Method I ſhall take ro <lBage this 
Potent Adverſfary, ſhall be firſt to fight him with, his owh 
Weapons, and difcharge . his own Arn up6n, him, viz, 
his own Arguments, when he was (poſlible) of another 
Opinion (1 had almoſt faid Religion, but I am Inclinable to 
believe he never had any.) Secondly, I ſhall examine thofe 
Places of Scripture which the Papifts do moft infiſt open for 
the Proof of their Infallible Dotrrine, &c, but Lb begin 
with the firſt, and Arm my ſelf with Mr. Bays's own Armour 
of Proof that he has formerly engag'd with, S- the 
Aſſerters of this Do&rine, in 'a Poem' of his 'calfd Rehigio 


Laict © 


f 

Scripture is a Rule; Ybut it all thing nee: Salvation, it is 
clear, ſufficient,” and ordaiy4 by God Almighty for that purpoſe, 
I have left my ſelf no right to Interpret obſciert Places, becauſe 
whatſoever is obJcure 5 concluded not neceſſiry to be known : 
On which, as a Rock, I fiiall' (being of the ſame Opinion) 
Ere& and build my Faith 3 and that it may , the better hold 
out a Siege againſt the mighty Hoſt of Wild Beaſts, Com- 
manded by their Infallible Mother Hind, 1 will fortifie it 
with ſuch (ſtrong murdering Morter-peices, (of his own, &c.) 
that I'le defie all his Bears and Bars, his Woolves and Ty! 

his Foxes and. Aſſes, arid Lyoris, &c. to demoliſh and Sul ie 
down. And the firſt is the Caſe which he puts between a 
Socinian and them of his own Church; what that was then, 
you will beſt underſtand, from bis own Arguments, which are 
(I think) as ſtrong, and he as much pes when he writ 
them, as whetihe writ the (Immortal Milk white) Hind and 
Panther, but be your own Judge Religio Laici, , Page 
the 20. | # NS 


We hold and prove from Scripture plain 
the"bold : 


. VA | 
Laici: In t vce of. which he has (Page the. theſe 
words, viz. « ef 1ing * 4 end IA at. the 
s fo. 


That Chriit is G nian 

From the ſame Scripture urges be's but Man. 
Now what Appeal can end the Important ſuit, 
Both parts alk, lowdly, but the Rule is ante 3 
Shall I Jperk plain, and'in a Nation free, 
Aſſume an honeſt Lay-mans Liberty ? 


(which I hope is as little a fault now, by Virtue of his Ma- 
jeſties Gracious Declaration, as it was when Bays did it.) 


I think (According 10 w7 little Skl, 

But to my own Mother Chierch ſubmitting Till) 

That many have been ſav'd, and many may, 

That never heard this Pn. brought in play. 
2 


(4) 


The Unletter'd Chriftian, that believes in groſs | | Pop 


Plods on to Heaven and nere is at aloſts 
For the ſtrait Gate wou'd be made ſtraiter yet, 
Were none admitted there but Men of Wit. 


(And Page the 22, 23, and 24.) 


The partial Papiſt wou'd infer oo bence, 
Their Church in lit reſort ſhould judge the Sexce : 
But firit they wou'd aſſume with wondrows Art, 
Themſelves, to be the whole, who are but part 
of he vait Frame the Church, but grant they were 

Handers down, wou'd the gr thence infer 
A right to Interpret ? or wou'd they alone, 
Who brought the Preſent, claim it for their own £ 
The Books a common Largis to Mankind, 
Not more for them than every Man deſign'd. 
The welcome news is in the Letter found. 
The Carrier's not Commiſſun'd td expound ; 
It ſpeaks it ſelf, and what it does contain, 
In all things needful to be known is plain, + 
In times o're-grown with Ruit and Ignorance, 
A gainful Trade their Clergy did advance, 
When want of Learning made the Layman low, 
And none but Prieit was Authoriz'd to knows 
When what ſmall knowledge was, in them did dwel, 
And he a God that could but read or ſpelz * 
Then Mother Church did mightily prevail, 

She parcelld ont the Bible by Retail : 

But till Expounded what ſhe ſold or gave, 
To keep it in ber power to damn or ſave. 
Scripture was ſcarce, and as the Market went, 
Poor L ay-men took, Salvation on content, 
As needy Men takes Money : good or bad 
Gods word they had not, but the Prieits they bad. 


Tet 


2. * 
Tet what ere falſe Conveyances they made, 
The Lawyer Fl Kon wry wid | 
In thoſe dath, Times they learn'd their knack ſo well, 

That by long uſe they grew Infallible. | 


A very. ſhort bat fair and full account how and by what Me- 
thods (if they will believe their Champion Bays) they arriv'd 
to be the [nfallible Church z but he goes on, 


At lai a knowing age began to 'nquire 

Whether they the Book, or that did them Inſpire 
And making narrower ſearch, they found, tho late, 
That what thes thought the Prie@'s was their Eſtate ; 
Taught by the will, produc'd the written Word, 

How long they had been Cheated on Record; 

Then every Man who ſaw the Title fair, 

Claims a Childs Part, and puts in for a ſhare; 
Conſulting fer their private good, 

So ſav'd themſelves 4s cheap as ere they cond. 


That'is to fay Good buy Mr. Infallible Indulgences, they did 
not care to be cheated any longer with fuch a chargable fort 
of Dodrine : And now I'll appeal to all unprejudicd Per. 
ſons, whether Mr. Bays has prov'd the Infallibility of the 
Church of Rome in his Fable of the Hind and Panther, better 
than he has the contrary in his (much better Poem) Religio 
Liici ; but it may be objeted he was of another Judgment 
| then, which is ealily granted, and that (poſſible) the ſame 
Reaſons that prevaild with him to alter it now, _ oblige 
him not to part with it before 3 for indeed Solo (which 
I preſume. was as Wife a Man as Mr. Bays) fays There is 4 
time for all things; and though Mr. Bays has (for ſome Reaſons 
beſt known to himſelf) chang'd his Opinion, in grace of God 
bis Religion may be {till the ſame it was when he writ his 
Religio Laici, in the late Kings time 3 nay, for ought any bo- 
dy knows, it may be (till the ſame it was in his great Patron 
Cromwel's 


(26)) 
Cromwel $ days for\t two. did uch, alike ad p 

4) of. the eanel 

[7 


for one made them. {like \Jereho: 


1) of. the "weape 
People, and: Mr. ,Bzy-;made.them to. ve. Al F; 
| | 


Impoſtors ; for his only. Celebrated ,Ppem ( 
Achitophel (which chang his SR ron Wigilm to To- 


In Piows times &re Prieſt-Craft did begin, Se. 


So by a Penny we-.know. how $ llapgy's made ;. for by 
Prielt-Craft he makes no diftinhon,. but takes; them all in 
from Der ; to Berſheba, as. if no, Religion. could be. good 
- Where a Prieſt. was. concern'd, and he gives, you partly a 
Reaſon for it inthe ſame-Poem, and what it was that put 


——— The Prieſthood in. « flame, 
For Prieſts of all Religions are ihe fame. 


Which compar'd with his Prieſt-craft in the firſt Line of that 
' Poem, | is-as muck as to fay- they. are. all a, company of. Craf- 
ry K—s, which-is a. :/Nate beyand;. a,,an polſible Mr. 
Bays might hug himſelf; in, that; cop! 8s Doug ; for by 
Prieſts of. all Religions [nfallibility it ſelf. is included, which 
is very bold-jndeed 3 but poſlible -he, may, think "tis not ſo 
\ bold as brave,; becauſe it ſhews a, generous Temper, and that 
he: was not- partial-in his Eſtimatzon of the Prieſts,  &c. 
And to let us ſee he was not in jeaſt, he bas (to his Eter- 
nal Praiſe) drawn the Picture of them all in one Piece ; that 
I queſtion whether the fam'd 4 Us Picture of Venwe 
(which 'tis ſaid was Seven years a doing) was more nice and 
lively Painted than Bays's- Plump Spariſh, (and molt Catho- 
lick Fryer) for; any body that vews that Piece may very ca- 
fily gueſs at. his deſign, -of halling in by Head and Shoulders 
that unneceſſary Charater, to compleat his double diſcovery, 
&c. Well, Mr. Bays, though you ſay in the Preface ſo ygur 


CFY 


pay ye wilt ſerve to remember a Friend 
Far don »þ r litve neither: hi rows 
'D Hhavifh' in Par your - 

Feb) Prefs; bur 1 prot hs the Rear ig our Cha- 
y t6/ your poor Brethren the Laity,that they might beware 
2 dry to do'with them, and that pollible might 
you to pi tort my Creed in'92, giving it the” 

e of t 3 Faith, it1 which'you tafmnare the un- 


1 
Tit! 
reaſonableneſs of pinning our Faith upon the Prieſts Sleeves 3 
and truly as to that you have made an abſolute Convert of me, 
for T am much of yout mind; for Pitefts haye,and ſtill do 


the | 


. make Bloody work artotigſt us, by endeavquring to impoſe 
- ken bvn r z yer I muſt needs co) +: | be 
altogether of your Judgment, for T am willing to believe 
there are Prieſts of ſome Religions that are very honeſt and 
have no ill defigns : But your Religio Liici has made me” al- 
moſt of your Perſwafion'; and T am very apt to believe that 
Poem has gain'd you thore Profetites thin your Hind and 
Panther for it is not alittle diverting to-fee how you have 
their maul'd and worried {beyond any Eg Maſtiff at the 
Bear-garden,) the poor Pope and his Bulls z which puts me in 
mind of what =_ {aid 'in your Medal upon another occa- 
fion, which with a little variation will ſerve here, 


The Man who tight but once to ſee an Af 
Mumbling, to make the Croſi-gramnd Thiſtle paſs, 
Might laugh again” to ſie the Papift chaw 
The Prickles of unpalatable Law. 


And I am apt to beheve were that Philoſopher alive, he wou'd 
as readily laugh to fee Perfons ſwallow fo greedily ſome things 
now,which but a little white apo none but Aſſes would venture 
ſo much as to chaw rhem, by reaſon of their pricking;and 


LY 


choaking' *: But rogive the Devil his due, 1 muſt needs 
own Mr. Bays has a' moft powerful and 'luxurious hand at 
Satyr, and may challenge -all Chriſtendom 'ro match-him ; 
for 


4 o 
- s 


| (8) 
ſor. indeed I neyer, in 9y flops, vi 
ars's ,to, > OP vi pm, 


; hizay | 
Atl 440 oh "og FP. .Vicar of 9,10 
Henry the. 8th. Edward the: 5th. Quoerr Marg and 
Elizabeth's days, Rex reſolved to keep, his Place) of = 
quatin queting an: Author ; to. the ,purpole, .is; rhe Game thing (the; 

lay) as if, at was, his own z,and.that will Fhoge EX=- 
cuſe wy putting them down here. 


| Thou Mercenary Runnegade, thou Slve, 

Thou ever Chang anging, fill to be  Knave :.. .: "2 
. What 'Se8, what Error wilt thou next Lres,. = 

op mace POy- © 

pery may be .. | ; 

Aſbam” 4 Proſelite as thee. | 

Net all Fd i or y lr ly "ſpate, . 

Which —_— lumpiſo Sel to write, 

Conld bs mes 4 Satyr. more ſevere, 

Or more diſgrace the Canſe thou wouldſi prefer 2 

Tet in thy favour this muſt be confe 

It ſuits with thy Poetick Genizs 5 

There thou-— patoovm_y—mpgie 

To Truth diſus'd mayſt entertain 6 


Thy ſelf with Stories more fanciful and vain 
Then ere thy Poetry could ever fain ;, 

Or ſing the Lives of thy own fellow Saints, 
"Tis a large Field and thy a iſtance wants, | 
Thence Copy Out new Opera's for the ms 
And with their Miracles dired the | 
Such is thy Faith, if Faith thou h4 indeed 
For well we may ah ef the Poets Creed ; 
Rebel to God, "ag o. thy Kjng, 

Ab, tell whence cou'd thi; ſtran e Complyance ſpring : 
So mayſt thow prove to thy new Gods, as true 
As thy old Friend the Levil has been fo Jon? 


Tet 


(92) ) 
| Tet Conſcience EE SEES Mt It 
Ns 8 re td: F 


A Convert thou, 'tis belicoing, © 
'Tis a damen'd 0 nad ele bom t ving 


A _Þ® 
2 ys wg wry; rye 


Kod fo tauch for Mr. Bays, for he bas already detain'd n me a 
little too long from what 1 rp intended 3 but fince his 


were ſo ſtrong and pertinent to m purpoſe, I 
rom ade "wb ern bu Opinion favour by 7 fo Han 1 


an. bby wrtenr bedeaben de re — 
an Introduction to the more N tons wt Oe 
Framing tal Plc of the Letter w 
Fark n wp Ln Sojgare hich the 
= Chathor toe, (x 


er wc —_— - Lepebn ire 
of a Letter, tad Leng 
til avorter opportunity, = the mms thee et De 
my 5 ' R KW » 


Toure to Command for | 
omg hed þ omg 


* a 
4 i  . if 
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THE SECOND 


LETTER 


un v2! 
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VW Have Rexciid RO and am not a little proud at.your 
 H=7 AcTORece. my laſt, wy gives _—_ 
Noll Lycauragement giving: you:the trouble of a 

of 2 reds hicts I, bope will: giye you @ full fatisfaction 


it my pOOr SEAtIMemnts are, 'the- Dodrine of 
lofall ;5' which indeed is the ſecond Part. to the ſame: 
Tops, þ oly with chis difference 5 Xf 
5" Neither Ms. Bays nor his Banter, - 

Of his Mzlk white Hind and Panther 


3s at all concern'd in thisz for though Bayss Reaſons and Ar- 
ny are ſtrong and to the purpoſe, yet with thoſe of 
ho and the. Apoe, [ | did not judg it neceſlary 
ſhould | be- ba RA d in one Letter, no more than [1 

them fie'ta-be nad” inithe ſame day ; and that was 

the Reaſon, Sir, of my giving you a double trouble ; but 
without any more Preamble I will endeavour to make good 
Promiſe in my laſt (viz.) the examining thoſe Places 
of: ipture which are made uſe of for the proving the Do- 
@rine of Iofallibility, and likewiſe thoſe Places (which all 
Honeſt and fincere Proteſtants ought to confider) that 
_ Plajgly prove the contrary. 1 will begin firſt with thoſe Pla- 
Ces, 


| 


york ' off | 
| how l [2 
fell be looſed in Heaugn. Metro wen ora 


{a which words the Rowenii? do believe St. Peter to be 
made the Infallible Head of the Church, &c. as ſure as the 
"Wafer afier Confecration is tranſubſtantiated into the Cor- 
;pareal ſubſtance of our Bleſſed Lords Body 5 and upon that 
-accountitts, the pretended Succeſlors of Se, Peter has/Lorded 
it overy/-not only their Fellow Biſhops, bur all Ch Prin- 
ces and'Crownd Heads; but upon what Grounds #hrr 'more 
than Sovereign Authority has been ſet up and practiſed, I ſball 
now inquire, and I do not jon but ro make it appear 
from- our Saviours own w that he neither meant 'or > 
tended any fach Power and Authority to be et 1 his 
Diſciples and Followers, as is at- this day exerciſed by ſome 
body inthe World, &c. and that will plainly appear if we 
conlider the occaſion of thoſe words of our Saviour to St. 
Peter,” which'was the Queſtion our Saviour ask'd/ {not Ser. Pe- 
ter but) ll che Diſciples {Mat?, the 15: and 13, ver.) When 
Jejas came inty the Coaſts of Celarea Philippi, be arked bis Dif 
ciples, ſaying, Whom do men ſay, that 1, the Sort of Man, am. Now 
it 1s noted be ſuppoſed that our Saviour asked them becauſe 
he did not. know as well as they what the Peoples thoughts 
were —ng He, bat in al probability it was to: draw a 
Confeſtion of their own Opinion of him 4 for 10 the 15, ver. 


He faith wnto Them, but whow ſay Te that I am, then we find 
ver. the 16th. And Simon Peter anfwer'd and ſdid; thou art 
Chriſt the'Son of the living uc3)ugen which opts 

53" 2 t 


them. all; ).the 
-put to them all, bur it would'be to they 
lene, 86. bat te) be aan ta; von do be- 
teve, &c. buttbey being all preſetc, without contradiQting | 
St. Peer, 'tis not to. be queſtion'd. but that. they did All: be- 
lieve and own the ſame thing 3 ſo that it ' would be fome'vie- 
lence offer'd to that lack ul. Soriprarty 4a naderined jour 
Saviour. meant the Perſon of St. Peter, and 'not the Confel- 
fion, which (in the behalf of them all) he ddivet'd, fo ein 
lo happy, (as he was always very forward) to fieſt 
| ble to if any of the other Difci- 


rey 
wk a, itive dans yg gn As to the 
firſt we find in St. Mark the g. and 33. er asking 
his Diſciples What it wes they were of among thens- 


ATA but t beld thei 


oy goonh 


_ (uw) | 
EF » hd! las: 6 - e * Capcr- 
nam, Armbge b=o0ubu  Pokis Weir (NG As 


well as their difpare, takes at) occaſion to cruſh this Cocks- 
rricein the Cap, rhar it might not reign in his Spiritual King- 
dom; for no doubt he di HEE the ill. Conſequence of it. 
But were this Do@rine of ſuch important ule as ſome would 
rilake it, one would think nothing bad been more neceſſary 
for the Peace and Good of the Chriſtian Church, than the 
Do@rine of St, Peter and his Succeſlors Infallibility to have 
been deliver'd to the, World, ſo plain (as is indeed the con- 
trary) that jt could not adinit of a Diſpute. | And therefore 
for our Saviour and" the Apoſtles. to E (if I may ſofay) 
wanting in a marter of fo great concern, appears to nie won- 
derfal ſtrange 3 and it is not to be doubted, that if ſach an 
Infaltjble Guide and Head of the Church had been neceſlary, 
our Blefſed Lord, whoſe deſign and purpoſe of coming- into 
the World was todo and procurg for us all imaginable 


would not have been wanting in inſtituting fo convement a 
Determiner of all Con r likewiſe ſparing of his pains 
in the inſtrufting and direfting us bow and where to find this 


Balm of Gilead, this Philoſophers Stone, which igable to re- 
fine and cure all the Diſtempers and Diviſions of the Chriſti- 
an World about the true Worſhip of God, &c. Beſides, had 
Almighty God defign'd his Church ſuch a particular Head, 
how unreaſonable would it be to ſuppoſe our Saviour ſhould 
be ignorant of it; atid if the contrary, to conceal it from. his 
Diſaples, \p reg br this time, when they were contendi 
as it were about the ſame thing) who them 

be the greateſt : And without all doubt had our Saviour de- 
fign'd to have inveſted St. Peter with ſucha Power, he would 
have acquainted them with it, and would (as this had been 
a very fit time) have told them, they need not trouble them- 
ſelves about thoſe unneceflary Dilpures, for there was one a- 
them that was already deſign'd and intended to be 
the Rock and only Foundation or which he would build bis 
Church, and ſo conſequently their Principal Head and Go- 


vernour 


(14) 
vernour, and they to reſpe&t him and bis | 
accordingly. But as there is no Footſteps or Place of Scrip- 
-ture to warrant our Belief of any thing of this kind, fet us 
inquire whether there be any to. the contraty, which is the 
- ſecond thing to be conſider'd, (vis.) our Saviours 
Command to his Diſciples, that they ſhould not exeraſe any 
ſich Aathority, 8c. and that will more plainly appear in the 
ther of Tebodees Children cams to defon thet ov rwe Sens might 
: dren ceme 10 : two Sons mig 
fit, the one on the right hand, and the other on the left, of 
ſed Saviour in bis Kingdom, we all the reſt: mov'd with 
indignation againſt the two Bret (for their Ambition of 
being exalted above'thcir Fellows) and though 'tis reaſonable 
to ſuppoſe this deſire. was grounded upon a miſtake of 
Chriſt Kingdom (which the Jews, nay the very Diſciples 
themſclves, at that time did believe it,.a Temporal one) yet 
we find our Saviour takes care to redtifie both their miltakes 
and ambitious Temper of MinJ, of being exalted one a- 
bove another, which was by no means to be pradtiſed a- 
mongſt them, as you may read from the 25th. to the 294th. of 
the 20th, of St. Matthew. But Jeſus called them unto him 
and ſaid, Te know that the Princes of the Gentiles exerciſe Do- 
minion over them, and they that 'are great exerciſe Authority 
vpon theme ;, but it ſhall not be ofhenay arr but whoſocver 
will be great among you let bim be zour Miniſter 5 antl whoſo- 
ever will be chief among you, let him be your Servant ;, even &s 
the Son of Man came not to be miniitred unto, but to miniſter, 
end give his Liſe a Ranſom for many. To the ſame purpoſe 
io St. Mark the 10th. from the 42. to the 46, and in St. Like 
the 22.and the 25.and 26. Verſes ard ſo on; by all which Pla- 
ces, and many more to the ſame purpoſe, we may 
the more than Genry care tone Saviour you to cure yoo 
Epidemical Diſtemper that h; an to infect them in bi 
days that they might be the bore prepar'd to follow his 
Example, ny in that humble, peaccable Temper of 
Mind, &c. conſideration of which ons _——— ts 
cnc 


(15) 
ſufficient to convince any Rational Creature of the unreaſo- 
nable of 'the- pretended Succeſſors of St, Pets 
clainting a Supream Power and Authority, not only in Ec- 
clefiaſtical matters, but Temporal over all Chriſtian Kings and 
Princes, pretending they hold their Authority by Vertue of 
the Popes Grace and Favour, and that he can depoſe one and 
ſer-up another 25 he thinks fir. And that this is 10 new No- 
tion, you ſhall hear what my Brother Lay-man ſays to the 
lame in the Prefee to by FAITH, Page the th. How 
Cam we from the prattice - Exapy apiit; hits bs that Reli- 
gion 5 ee aces "that a ſmcef c of theme would ine 
poſs pow us but etlrke wel Body of of Opinion,thas 
bas 4 Right over Kinks not vnly in Spi- 
tual but Temporals 5, n## to name Mariana; Bellarmine, Ema- 
nuel 8a, Molina, Sencarel Simanchs, and at the leaſt, Tw« mty others 
chop oreeu' : We cen produce of our own Nation; Cham- 
Doleaan or Parſons; beffde; many are amd whom 
| bave no# read, who all of them-attefh this Do@rine, that the 
Poye ram 'depoſe and give away the Right of any Sovereign 
Prince, Si vel paulum , 5f be ſhall, never ſo little 
warp 3 but if be once cones to be Excommunicated; then the 
Bond of Obedience is taken o off row Subjeits, and they may ard 
ought to drive hins like another Nebuchadnezzar, ex homioum 
Chriſtianoram Dorminaru, frow Exerciſing Dominion over 
45 and tothis t are bound by Virtue of Divine Pre- 
cept; and by all the Tyes of Conſcience, xv: no leſs Penalty than 
Doemmnation,  Whichvis more than- our Saviour. aad. the Apo- 
ſtles ever raughe or pretended to, but the contrary” is very 
evident; and to that purpoſe Sc.. Paxlirr the 13th. tothe Ro- 
many ver. the 1. ſays, Let every Soul be ſubjeft unto the: Higher 
Powers, &c, which Power is- there ood- the Su 
me;/and ver, 6, For this cauſe pay you Tribu 


they wn Gods Miniſters, attending contimually npow 


or 
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with any ſuch Authority (as his 
too) certainly our Saviour or the. - 
manner one titne of other haye | 
our Hearts we cannot find. afy ſuch 


in the 


his Diſciples what he was to ſuffer, 
agus Fence Patt he ry how that be 
Jeruſalem, and ſuffer many things of the Elders and 
| bes, and be filed, /ed again the 


21. and 22, but pray mark our Saviours anſwer (to this In- 
fallible Head) in che next verſe 5 But be twrned and ſaid nu- 
to Peter, get thee bebind me Satan, thos art an wats me; 
for thou wot the things that be of God, but thoſe that 
be of , | bend nr grey Perſon, but 
the Truth in the Confeſhon, which he deliver in the 
of himſelf and the reſt, that was the Rock our Savi- 
-aur wonld build his Church, 8c. which indeed is a. 

and - mg red pert nome 

m tae-7t6. of St. ,the 24. and 25. Therefore, wboſocurr 
—— mine, and doth them, I will likes him 
auto a wiſe wean which bizilt bis Houſe apen « Rock 5..and the 


beat upon that : Houſe ;" bit it" fell not, 


z whictr Parable is xd 'of a goe 
againſt the 'Storms 'and T 
' Chriſtians will do, whoſe 


flioneall'd a Rock, which muſt 
itual Senſe, on which Chriſt would & 
Kingdom. *' Agreeable 'is that joel St. 


x there- 
| butt fellow Citizens 
with the Saints, and of the Gott 4 ard the” built "ups 


the Apoites and Prophets, Jeſus Chriff 
bimfe 7 Corner Stews $o that writ 
-Sown all diſpute, thar the Apoſtles and Prophets' were 
the Rock and; Foundation, that is to- ſay; "the: Faith and” 
Dod&rine which they did profeſs and teach (and not | 
_ was the Rock and Foundation that both our Savi- 
onr and St.\/Pax! meant, on which the Chriſtian Church was 
builty iF.otherwiſe, why ſhould he' omit ily them 
were built upon$t. Peter, that Rock and Head of the Church ? 
and ſoof the reſt; bat we ſee he takes no more notice of 
St, Peter than the reſt. Beſides, there is little reaſon to fup-. . 
our Saviour ſhou'd mean the Perſon of: St. Peter, when. 
ſo well knew the weakneſs of that Foundation 3 for tho' 
he-was indeed very forward upon all occaſions, as his at- 
tempting to go to our Saviour when he was walking on the 
Sea, yet we find this preſumptive Faith ſoon fail'd him, for 
he was forc'd to implore our Saviour's Aſſiſtance, by crying 
out, Lord belp ape or 1 periſh : And again, notwithſtanding his 
Reſolution to dye rather than deny his Lard, &c. yet we 
bnd our Saviour telling him, Matthew the 26. and 34. verſe, 
Before the _ efow he ſhowd deny him thrice ; in all which 
we do not find any more notice taken of St. Peter by our $a- 
D viour 


Ca?) 
yiour than of any of the other Diſciples, 'unleſk it were to.re- 
i for his want of Faith-and other Faulltz;And-we may 
obrve firſt. roo omelicts Ge farſpne wadace ite 
ia cautioning his Diſciples, not only to'forbear- 
an Authority (as we tp ntoey, by to 
but hkewiſe commanded all Obedience' robe 


this 


Confirmation of all be had delver 
did deliver to $t. Peter any Poy 
y 
verſe of the 38th, of St. Mathew we thus read, AV power 


given unto me in beaven and'in earth, go Os la 
all Nations, baptizin on hs the name ather, Ss &-A 


_s and of the Holy Ghoſt, teaching Sed to obſerve ot 
Ce I corded you and lee I apo with you even 
i endo lamp Now 'tis' granted that here is 4 Com- 
miſhon givenz but to whom? was it deliverd 6 Pe- 
ter, James or Job ? bc. No, butto them all, inthoſe words 


Go Te, kc. Neither do we find any diſtin&ion, though 


+ ge that — E- 
irs bd EE 

| if _ 

ji | Apd.an M yo wed wa _ 

verles; 4/terto [{ to; 

hoc ed hn + +4 with their un- 


tha It 4s very. 
08k .tss Pnaghne a longer 


$ ho 


"han ondary, which ed is 
Eoin: 6s plains! for;/ az] | 
ſary 3, 0ur Saviouy wall kpovitg bb Faith =A 

- aſſiſtance; RE err dine care 'that his Faith 
right be kis-Confelfion (which indeed was the 
Rog Tn ns ek Trae 
| Ld Saves ch: defies 10 have refer: he 
op" jo nong mod phone for thee the | Tg 

{oe ys cy cs; 
anyet ; qty 
oN 3 for as' -rha}/e 

Toni ber Twill ſavite t 

Shepherd, andthe Sheep of the flock ſhall be ſeatter'd abroad. So 
he it 12 und 1 our Saviour to death, we find them 


on rm and down, for indeed they could 
Ec yr arcane Soar Soon Fre as 4 the 
\ difcour-vur Saviour had with. ſome of them'ss 

Ig 20. Emmane, which was diſtant from 


convert AS#x the 2 the 
mon ; from which ſome Learned Mien baye widerſtood or, 
| wor 


. (2t) 

-ords Upon this Rock 1 will build my- Church, See: "as a 
partic our of 'our Saviours to St. Peter, in-making him 
f chent of Jayi the Foundation of his Church, 


« 72. ver. And again he deny 

an oath, F'db wot know the Man. And fo much ſhall ſuffice 
for 'our 1 Amp egranrbben ayer yr both 
before -his took notice of St. Peter 
more halle the reſt of his in Relation to his be- 


ent he loi the Choc But' the better to 


this 7 7 rr render 
dow, al link Tom nnd. 
4 Kingdom, all the little Towns a 
wagon nn I will go one he 
bes the Apeles the Shiver did inowert 
fach thing in ther Time 3 ry naſa te 
been inveſted with any ſuch Power, ' they. could not be 
ignorant of it z and that time (viz.) after Aſcenfion 
into Heaven, and ſending the Holy 'Ghoſt, was the- moſt 
"4 to have put it mn tion. ' But inthe 
[ make two Inquiries z Firſt, Whether St. Peter 
| take upon him any ſuch Power and- Authority 
: the reſt of the Apoſtles? And, ſecondly, Whether the 
re : ahh aber Preheminence to 'St. Peter, as be- 
ving be their and Head? and- if neither of 
theſe two-things do. appear, I hope it will ſufficiently m 
14d t 


LS 


would fall 


(22) 
the Point i hand. I will begin with, the firſt, Whether St. 
Peter did allame any ſuch Power? md Ne aker aye LiiSgle 
return from ſecing our Saviour taken op 00m Heaven, pad 
the x; and 13. verſe, we thus read, any 2p wyoy 
in, they went. ny into, an upper-room, where abode bot þ Peer, 
and James, and Jobn, and Andrew, . Philip, and T, 

 10- 


Mattbew, be Son Alpbeas, 
Simon Ze and Sn oy wh 


o 
- 
% - 


: - 


Jrſa tthiax : 4, 
#bey prayed, and kad, Thou Lord which knox Tay FP 
all #ven, ſhew whether of theſe two thou haſt c Ard. ve 
the26, THEY gave” forth, their Lots; and the Lot fel pou 
Matthias, <#d he was number'd with the eleven Apoſtles., From 
which ie is evident St. Peter, did not alſume any Power a- 
bove the-reſt in this matter, though it was of, {o great icon- 
cern ax/ the chaſing an Apoſtle, but did only at Sally wah 
the reſt, as appears by thoſe words before recingd (viz) And 
THEY appointed, and THEY gave forth their Lots, &c. $0 
that from beace "tis reaſonable to lappole that neither St, Pe- 
\#er northereſt of the Apoitlcr did fo much as.dream of ſuch 
a Power lodg'd -in apy. one of them, for.if they had, one 
would think then it: had been as proper a-time zo have made 
uſe-of it as any ſiacez and then-upon fuch' an occalion it had 
been rational for | the Evangeliſt to have, given the Accounr 
af that matter thus (iz.) St, Peter the., Chief gf rhe; Apo- 
Alles and Head of the Chuzch, 8c. did SUPMORs the Reſt 
-to atvend 'and be preſent, at HIS '"Chnfing os ating-a 
Perfon-whom-HE judg'd-fie-tobe Ordaind. a Wunels, with 
: them {in the rogm of Judes) of our Blelſed:Lardy Raugredti- 
: att This, as it: would;have bernto the. purpolq,;fo-kkewie jt 
95; would 


. 


— 


| ( 23”) 
would have been highly neceſſary at that time, for then the 
reſt of the Apoſtles. wou'd not only have known this great- 
ropative of St: Peter, but kewiſe how to have behay'd 
ves accordingly, and alſo to have inſtructed their Fol- 


t 
lowers in the like ience to him and his Succeſſors. Bur 
ro proceed, in the ſecond of the AF, we read .of the Holy 


Ghoſt's deſcending verſe the 3. and 4. And there o 
THEM Cloven Tongues, like as of Fire, and it ſat upon (1 
pray mark, not one, St. Peter only, _ EACH of HEAL 
«nd THEY were ALL filled with the Holy Ghoſt, and began 
to ſpeak with other Tongues, as the Spirit gave THEM wutter« 
ance; where by the way we may take notice the E liſt 
ſtil 'keeps to his Rule of giving an impartial account 3 for in 
this place alſo he tells us the Holy Ghoſt made no diſtin&ion, 
notwithſtanding St. Peter's being preſent, but ſat upon EACH, 
and THEY were ALL filled, &c. And in the third of the 
AZt verſe the 6. we find St. Peter cure a Man that had(/been 
lame from his Mothers Womb ; yet St. Jobn's being. preſent 
he does not aſſume, as if he only in the Name of Jeſus had 
done it, but makes $t. John a Copartner and inſtrumental im 
it, as you may obſerve upon the Peoples being gather'd toge- 
ther ver, the 11. and 12. And when Peter jaw it, be anſwer d. 
unto the People, Te men of Tjracl, why marvel ye at this, or why 
look ye ſo earneſtly on US, as though by OUR own Power or 
Holineſs WE had made this man to walk : In which Placeno 
leſs than three times he ſpeaks in the Plural Number, (viz) 
US, OUR and WE, &c. whicty plainly ſhews, that: neither 
St. Peter's humble Temper nor Spirit does reign in his 'pre- 
. tended Succeſſors. And fo much (hall ſerve tor the firſt In- 
uiry, whether St. Peter did take: upon him or allume any 
ach Infallible Power, &c. The ſecond is, Whether the Apo» 
{tles did give Place or Preheminence to St. Peter as believi 
him to be their Chief and Head of the Church, &c. Whex 
the High-Prieſt, and thoſe that were with him (which was the 
Se f the Sadduces) had laid hands on the Apoſtles, and. put: 
them into the Common Priſon, the Angel cf the Lord by night 


opened. 


(24) | 
opened the Priſon-doors, and brought them forth, and {#6, 
and and ſpeck, in the Temple to the . people all the. wor jofs : 
Life pR 2 when THET beard it,  THET emterd the Temple, 
&c. as you may read AF: the 5, fromthe 17. to the 22. verſe ; 
in all which we do not find any. difference, -but an equal 
Power and Authority was deliverd tb , them all... Bur 'tis 
7 the Romaniſt 7 obje& agaiaſt the Commiſhon gt- 
en by this Angel, and fay, tis the ſame that St. Pax/ gave 
them caution of, ſaying, 1/ an Angel from Heaven preach 4- 
#y other DoG@rine (than Infallibility) &c. let him be accnrr'd. 
But what they will ſay to the Holy Ghoſt and Spirit of God, 
for not taking notice of the Prerogative given (as BY fay 
by our Saviour to St. Peter, I cannot imagin, :but I fu 
the next General Council thats calPd by his ſuppoſed Succeſ- 
for, ſomething may be done to be even with Him. But to 
go on. After the Church began to increaſe, we read AF; 
the 6. and the 1. verſe,' And in thoſe days, when the number of 
the Diſciples was multiplzed, there aroſe a murmuring of the Gre- 
clans again the Hebrews, becauſe their Widows were negleFed 
in the daily miniſtration. Now any body would think if St. 
Peter had been inveſted with ſuch a Power, &c. none more 
fit to order and appoint Perſons for that buſineſs, becaulc it 
might have been done with much leſs trouble than by afſem- 
bling the Multitude, which was the method they took, as 
you may read.verſe the 2. and 3. of that Chapter, Then 
(not St. Peter, but) the Twelve, called the multitude 
of the Diſciples unto THEM, and ſaid, It is not reaſon 
that WE ſhould leave the word of God and. ſerve tables. Where- 
fore Brethren, look ye out among you ſeven men of boneſt report, 
full of the boly Ghoſt and wiſdom, whom (pray obſerve) WE 
may appoint over this bapneſs Which was done accordingly, 
And when T HEY had prayed, THET laid their hands on them, 8c. 
And in another Cauſe different from this, hen the Apoſtles, which 
were at Jeruſalem heard that Samaria bad receiv'd the word of 
God, THEY ſent unto them Peter and John. Now this me- 
thinks ſeems very odd for the Chief of the Apoſtles and 
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bn ONE r time, and that which further confirmariie, ischat 
Phoyof MY and, G ians the 21 and 12, ver, But when Pe- 
fer nias come to Antioch, 1 withitood him to the face, becaufe he was 
- to be blamed, Now this ſounds very ſtrange, What! the: Iafal)i- 
ble Head of the Church, and Prince of the Apoltles,. in a 
fault that deſerv'd ſuch a ſharpReproof, ſure. St, Paxl was in 
an Error and miſtaken, or elſe the pretended .1n Suc= 
ceflors of St. Peter are. ; for I cannot be perſwaded butif Se. 
Peter had been os as Iafllble Hoa ſome wa made themſelves, 
it was impoſlible for him to do. apy thing, that. m ve 
eccalton to St. Paul to be angry with him, as no __— 
ke, was,, when. he withſtood hug to. the. face: * There is two 
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ter. Now-by the ſame Rule 'tis I hope rational to preſume the- 


contrafy; eſpecially from the Conſideration of ſo many Places of: 
Scripture as I have here ſet down, which do not favour this:In-- 
ble Dodtrine 3 all which L willdray GEE ME 
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